
Based on a survey by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, it is estimated 
that more than 100 million people 

in America — a startling 41% of 
adults — are saddled with medical 

bills they cannot pay.























Recent changes concerning medical debt
Effective July 1, 2022, all medical collection debt that has been paid by the consumer in 
full is no longer included on the big 3 U.S. consumer credit reports. In addition, the time 
period before unpaid medical collection debt will appear on a consumer's credit report is 
being increased from six months to one year.
  
In the first half of 2023, medical collection debt with an initial reported balance of less 
than $500 was removed from credit reports and is no longer added. 

In June, 2024, the Biden administration has proposed a rule through the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau Office to ban medical debt from credit reports.  The earliest 
this will happen is next year if it is approved.  The comment period is open until August 
12th.



Bower Hill’s first Matthew 25 project

Ran a campaign with RIP Medical Debt (now called Undue Medical Debt) in the fall/winter of 2023 to eliminate 
medical debt for people living within the Synod of the Trinity.  Our goal was $500,000 which would have 
eliminated about 50 million dollars in medical debt.  We hoped that every member of the Synod of the Trinity 
would go to the RIP website and donate at least $5.



$500,0000 = $50,000,000??  How can that be?

• About Our Organization — Undue Medical Debt

• Undue Medical Debt was started by professional debt buyers.  The 
commercial debt market works like this:
• Someone owes a debt that isn’t paid.  It get purchased by a debt buyer for 

about a penny on the dollar.

• The buyer of the debt pesters, threatens, and cajoles the debtor to repay the 
debt at the original amount.  Thus, a penny spent can be a dollar earned if 
they are successful.

• Undue buys the debt portfolio for pennies but rather than pestering 
the debtor, asks donors to pay what Undue spent to buy it.

https://unduemedicaldebt.org/mission-and-history/


• When our online campaign was completed on January 31st, we had 
raised $48,986.35. 

• Undue went to the debt market to buy debt for $48,986.35. 



And??

• I received an email from Sofia, our campaign coordinator at Undue, 
on March 7th.  Here is what it said.



Our Debt Fulfillment Report



What happens to the families whose debt has 
been abolished?
• About 2 weeks after the email from Sofia, the families whose debt we 

abolished received a letter telling them that their debt of $xxxx has 
been abolished by “your neighbors in the Synod of the Trinity, 
Presbyterian Church, USA”

• There is no application, tax consequences or penalties. Just like that, 
that debt is gone.  The debt is removed from their credit report.

• Because of the way this works, Undue cannot abolish medical debt by 
individual request.

• Stories Archive — Undue Medical Debt

https://unduemedicaldebt.org/stories/


How to get involved:

• Make a comment to the CFPB before August 12th about the proposed 
change to adding medical debt to credit reports.
• Prohibition on Creditors and Consumer Reporting Agencies Concerning 

Medical Information (Regulation V) | Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(consumerfinance.gov)

• Donate to Undue either with your own campaign or by supporting 
one that is currently running
• Undue Medical Debt — Donor-powered medical debt relief, liberating 

everyday people.

https://www.consumerfinance.gov/rules-policy/rules-under-development/prohibition-on-creditors-and-consumer-reporting-agencies-concerning-medical-information-regulation-v/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/rules-policy/rules-under-development/prohibition-on-creditors-and-consumer-reporting-agencies-concerning-medical-information-regulation-v/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/rules-policy/rules-under-development/prohibition-on-creditors-and-consumer-reporting-agencies-concerning-medical-information-regulation-v/
https://unduemedicaldebt.org/
https://unduemedicaldebt.org/
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